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By Miriam Perez 

This month’s member spotlight has a 

personal connection for me.  Bea 

Thind has been a great support sys-

tem for me in my first year as a spe-

cial education teacher.  Bea took the 

time to help me with setting up differ-

entiated learning centers, a reading 

program 

and men-

tored me on 

the paper-

work need-

ed for IEP’s.  

My success-

es as a 

teacher this 

year can be 

attributed 

to the time 

she took after school hours to help 

and guide me.  Even when I felt de-

feated and wanted to give up, she 

was there to encourage me and help 

me get through the year.  I will forev-

er be thankful. 

Bea Thind started her career in the 

Duarte Unified School District as a 

substitute teacher for three years 

from 1993-1996. She started teaching 

in the SDC SELPA class at Andres Du-

arte Elementary School in 1996. For 

19 years, she has serviced students in 

grades 4-6 from San Gabriel, Temple 

City, Monrovia, Arcadia as well as Du-

arte. Her current assignment is an 

SDC class consisting of 2nd and 3rd 

grade students. Over the past 20 

years at Andres Duarte, she has been 

very fortunate to have excellent in-

structional aides, Mrs. Wade and Mrs. 

Haro, who provide invaluable assis-

tance with the students. 

One of the teachers that inspired her 

was a Kindergarten teacher who she 

adores. She stated “I had excellent 

teachers, all through high school, who 

instilled a love of learning and teach-

ing in me. Nothing 

makes me happier 

than seeing the spark 

in a student’s eyes 

when he/she compre-

hends new concepts.” 

In her class every baby 

step each child makes 

is celebrated! Her stu-

dent’s keep her chal-

lenged and 

she learns 

something 

new every 

day from 

them. There 

is never a 

dull moment 

in her class. 

Outside of 

school and 

teaching 

Mrs. Thind 

has a pas-

sion for pho-

tography, 

videography, 

reading and 

listening to 

music.  She is the (continued on next 

page) 
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By Staff 
Are you thinking about 

working this summer for 

DUSD? 

Well, here’s the good 

news.  There are some 

teaching opportunities 

available for district 

teachers with credentials 

that match the positions 

being offered. For those 

teachers who apply, they 

can expect to be notified 

by June 1. Those who 

are not selected, but 

who are still interested 

in working, may be add-

ed to a substitute teach-

er list. However, there is 

a perfect attendance bo-

nus available to summer 

school teachers in the 

amount of one day’s 

pay. (See Section 26 of 

the DUEA Collective Bar-

gaining Agreement for 

more details.) 

DUEA Contract 

Tidbit 

Calendar 

5/19  - Study Session 

and DUSD Board 

Meeting (4:00 PM) 

5/25—Real Propety 

Advisory Meeting 

(PAC, 5:00 PM) 

6/14—RPAC Meeting 

(PAC, 5:00 PM) 

6/23 and 6/30— 

Study Session and 

DUSD Board Meeting 

(4:00 PM) 
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resident videographer at Andres Du-

arte Elementary.  She records the 

school performances and, during her 

free time, edits them together as 

DVDs that parents and teachers can 

purchase.   

Before embarking on a career in 

DUSD, Thind was a high school teach-

er in India.  Despite teaching at Loyloa 

High School in India approximately 

thirty years ago several of her former 

students still took the time to share 

their impressions of Thind as a teach-

er.  This is a testament to Thind as an 

educator.  As shown below Thind’s 

passion for teaching helped to shape 

their lives.  Thind 

herself has 

learned to never 

underestimate the 

effects of her 

words or teaching 

on others. 

“I was a student 

at Loyola High 

School, Pune, India, 

for 11 years from 1964. We knew Ms. 

Bea Thind as Miss B. Nagpal (her 

maiden name being Balbir Nagpal). 

She was around for most of my years 

at Loyola. I clearly remember her as 

soft mannered, loveable teacher, who 

earned respect of the entire school. 

The number of flowers she received 

on Teachers’ Day was a testimonial to 

her popularity. She taught my class of 

about 50 students Modern Mathe-

matics (Set Theory etc.) which was 

being introduced in selected schools. 

The basics which she taught laid the 

foundations for my interest in Mathe-

matics. She simplified the subject for 

all to understand. Giving personal 

attention to about 50 boys was quite 

a challenge. We all respected her. 

Mere tapping of her ring on the table 

was enough to silence the entire class. 

She was one of the few teachers who 

was never a subject of jokes or 

pranks. Be it Sports Day or Annual 

Concert, she was always around doing 

anything and everything to make the 

functions a success. She has left a 

deep imprint on my value systems, 

and was an ideal guru. I thank her 

and consider 

myself lucky to 

have had such a 

superb teacher.” 

-Shirish Padey, 

Pune, India, class 

of 1975  

“There is invariably 

one person who is 

primarily responsible for molding and 

shaping one's personality and charac-

ter. In my case, that person would be 

Ms. Bea Thind. Through my senior 

school years, in the Loyola High 

School, Poona, India, from 1972 to 

1976, Ms. Thind taught me Mathe-

matics including Algebra, Geometry 

and Trigonometry. But four years un-

der her tutelage taught me more than 

just an academic subject. Precision, 

presentation, punctuality, hard work, 

communication and most importantly 

honesty were traits that have been 

imbibed from her teachings. I attrib-

ute a great deal of my self-image, 

state of well-being and professional 

success to Ms. Thind's knowledge, 

skill, ability and wisdom and any 

attempt at expressing my gratitude in 

mere words would, I'm afraid, be 

woefully inadequate.” 

-Joseph Thomas, Pune, India, class of 

1980 

By Mark Anderson 
http://
www.promethianplanet.com  
Many types of cool resources 
for teachers -- lesson plans 
and activities.  Searchable by 
state standard!  
 
www.teachertube.com 
Videos by school subject.  A 
nice supplementary resource 
to YouTube's education sec-
tion.  
www.learner.org 
Lesson plans for many sub-
jects at all grades levels, as 
well as video lessons (may 
require a fee).  

http://
teacher.scholastic.com/
whiteboards/
languagearts.htm  
Find easy-to-use Interactive 
Whiteboard teaching tips.  

Classroom Links 
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